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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A system method for the mutual transfer of data and information between 
a utility provider of water, gas, electricity, heating, telephone. Internet usage, and other 
household utilities and a cuotome r family including at least one person, said oyatom including 
means fog comprising the steps of providing a list of providers of said househol d utilities, 
transmitting information between the utilityj gach provider on said list of providers and the 
r rn m i . > . or . nftha ountomcr and a household of the family providing display means in the p r emises 
nf the custome r household of the family for displaying such information from each provider. 
such display means being provided in the form of a monitor, home computer, or television, and 
providing selection means so that said at least one person is capable of respondin g via said 
selection means tabling the oustomcr to floloo t bv selecting a response to the information 
received and said response including a control signal e nabling tho oustomor allowing said at least 
one person to control the provision of a household utility from the promioo o household of the 
user family . 

2. (currently amended) a nyntnm according to The method of claim U wh e r e ift^h eJurihgT 
comprising the step of providing information received by the ouotom e rj amil y is provided by tho 
ttt&tv from a provider to tho ouotomor andjhat relates to the metering of the consumption of the 
household utility or a plurality o f household utilities. 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) a wnt e m according t o Hie method of claim 1. wherein further 
comprising the step of allowing tho - - custom e r obtains said at least one person of said family to 
obtain entry to into the syste m selection means- by the introduction of a coded input. 

5. (currently amended) A oyotcm according to The method of claim l a wherem further 
comprising die step of allowing the ea stern e r at least one personto selectively op e rat es operate 
said selection means for the controlle d household utility within the pr e mi se s household . 

6. (currently amended) a nyr.tem according to The method of claim 1 4 whefeif* further 
comprising the step of making the display means tea part of a household utility consumption 
metering apparatus in the promisco household . 
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7. (currently amended) A syst e m aooording to The method of claim 1 A whereift farther 
comprising the steps of transmitting information transmitted from the custom e r at least one 
person to th e utilit y _a provider includes dat a , said information relating to metering of the use of 
at least on e household utility in the pr e mis e s household , mid synt e m enabling and allowing the 
reading and logging of information from at least one metering apparatus in the premis e s 
household to provide a record o f household utility usage in any given time period to the utility 
provider. 

8. (currently amended) A system according to ^ The method of claim whore in, Jfurthei; 
comprising the step of makinH the information is accessible by the custom e r at least one person 
who, on the basis of information received from the utility provider, sends a command to one of a 
plurality of utility providers via th e system to ooleot to receive said household utility from a 
selected utility provider. 

9. (currently amended) A syste m method for metering the use of one or a plurality ofhousehold 
utilities in a premise s household, in which tho ayotom e nables th e comprising the steps of reading 
and logging of information from at least one metering apparatus in the premi ses household to 
provide, to a utility provide r of water, electricity, gas, Internet usage, and other household 
utilites, a record, as utility usage profiles, o f household utility usage in any given time period, 
said infoimation^being accessible by q user at least one person in a family accessing said 
informations via a monitor, home computer television, or other display means, said syatom 
inrJiiHinp providing communication means enablin g to allow said user at least one person to 
selectively transmit data via the communication means and receive communication from one or 
more utility providers, and further onQblin e _allowing said «ser at least one person, on the basis of 
information received from the one or more utility providers, to send a command via said 
communication means to one of a plurality of utility providers to designate said use f family to 
receive said utility from a selected utility provider and wh e r e in said selected provider generates 
at least some of the information from th e s e l e ct e d utility provid e r i s g e n e rat e d by tho solootod 
utility provid e r is generated by th e s e l e ct e d ulility - prov i d e f on the basis o f household utility 
usage profiles transmitted by the met family to the util i ty provider. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A syst e m aooording to The method of claim 9* wher e in th e further 
comprising the step of monitoring data of the usage of the utility or utilities iG obtained at pre- 
designated time intervals of usage of the utilit y or utilities . 
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12. (currently amended) A gyr . tGm according to The method of claim 9 a wher e in on th e basis of 
th ff monitoring nf th e - asagc of utiliti e s, further comprising the st e p of fleneratim* at least one 
profile of usage is g e n e rat e d for usage of eac h household utility, based upon monitoring the 
usage of utilities, to allow subsequent setting of utility usage and supply. 

13. (currently amended) A syst e m according to The method of claim 9 4 wherei n further 
comprising the step of allocating utility usage data ia allooatod to the usage of apparatus within 
the pr e mis es household , 

14. (currently amended) A nyntom nooording to The method of claim 13 a wherein further 
comprising the step of allocating the usage of a plurality o f household utilities over the same 
time period is allooatod to the usage of specified apparatus within the promiooQ household . 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (currently amended) a r . vstorn according to The method of claim 9^_ whoroinj urther 
comprising the step of providing the information received by the apparatus is provid e d by th e 
utility provider to the useg family, and relates said information relating to the household utility 
usage profile information previously transmitted to the utility provider by the gse f family . 
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